One patient will complain most of palpitations and irregular action of the heart; another of pain in the region of the heart; and another both of palpitation and pain. The heart is irritable, easily excited, and its action is quick and hurried, irregular and tumultuous, often with visible impulse, though this impulse is rather diminished than increased in force. It is generally worst after a meal, though at all times the organ continues so irritable, that a start, or any slight excitement will bring on palpitation. When 
